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May 19, 2009
Tina Gerardi, MS, RN, CAE

Chief Executive Officer

New York State Nurses Association

11 Cornell Road

Latham, NY 12110

Dear Ms. Gerardi:

Thank you for the opportunity to screen episodes of our new series Nurse Jackie for the leadership of the New York State Nurses Association last week.  The feedback proved very valuable and led to a very interesting internal discussion. 

We have taken into consideration the suggestion by your organization to include a disclaimer at the beginning of each episode.  While we understand and appreciate your concerns about the impact the show may have on the perception of nurses, we do not feel that the general public will view the profession poorly.  We have held other screenings for nurses and have received feedback across the spectrum – some of it echoing your concerns, but other feedback resoundingly positive.

As your statement suggests, this is a show of fiction, and its purpose, first and foremost, is entertainment.  We are confident the viewing public will understand that and can differentiate between a work of fiction and a documentary, which this clearly is not.   

The program is an examination of specific, fictitious characters and the story lines of their lives.  It explores the moral dilemmas and challenges that are unique to the character of Jackie and is not intended as a negative portrayal of the field of nursing.  Showtime is in the business of entertainment for pay audiences and NURSE JACKIE accomplishes just that: quality scripted television about a very competent nurse who leads a double life--a flawed character trying to move through the world and find answers.  As written and especially as portrayed, Edie Falco’s Nurse Jackie is an empathic, caring, strong, fictional heroine. 

We feel that our discussion with NYSNA was enormously constructive, and while we are choosing not to act on your suggestion of a disclaimer, we hope that our dialogue can continue as the show unfolds.  

Thank you again for your time and feedback on the series. 

Sincerely,

Stuart Zakim

Vice President, Corporate Communications

Showtime Networks, Inc.
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