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Mar ch for Main Street: Middle classNew Yorkers
deservebetter than paying more, getting less

ALBANY N Thousand®f working New Yorkersconvegedon the stateCapitol todayto March for
Main Street The marchwasscheduledo coincidewith Gov. David Patersorgdirst Stateof the Stateaddress
to challengethe governof@ misplacedoudgetprioritiesthattargetmiddle classNew Yorkers.

Organizedby CSEA,PEF, 1199 SEIU, SEIU 200United AFSCME New York, District Council 37, the New
York StateNursesAssociationandthe New York StateAFL-CIO, the eventstressedhatcommunitiesjobsand
servicesareatrisk underthe governofs plan.

Participantdraveledfrom everypartof the stateunderdifficult weatherconditionsto be a partof themarch
alongwith Capitalregionresidents.

OV¢ helpedorganizethe Marchfor Main Streetto senda messagéoud andclearOsaid CSEAPresidenDanny
Donohue OAllworking New Yorkerslive on Main Streetandit@ time for all of usto standup andsayno to
proposalghatwill haveus pay moreandgetlesswhile thewealthiestNew Yorkersslide by.O

OThegovernof3 proposed®009-10budgetincludesdestructivecutsin stateservicesandthe statework force
while ignoring cost-cuttingoptionsthat cansavethe statebillions,OsaidstatePublic Employeesederation
(PEF)PresidenKen Brynien. OOumembersarealreadydoing morewith lesshavingendured1.5billion in
cutsto stateagencieslt® time our legislativeleaderdook elsewhereo balancethe budgetandstartcuttingthe
wastenot the workersandtaxing millionaires,not the middle class.O

OAsrepresentativesf healthcareworkersacrossNew York state we areproudto be partof this broad
coalitionof New Yorkersstandingup for fairnessaswe try to getthroughthis budgetcrisistogethejOsaid
Geoge Greshampresidenof 1199 SEIU United HealthcareNorkersEast.OWith GovernorPaterson



deliveringhis Stateof the Stateaddressoday we know thatthereareclearsolutionsto thesechallenging
economidimesthattruly andequitablysharethe sacrificeof this budgetdeficit without putting the brunt of
the burdenon working andmiddle-clasdamilies. With Fair ShareTax Reform,which would raisetaxeson
only the wealthiestNew Yorkersmakingmorethan$250,000a year, we canensureall New Yorkerssharein
the sacrificewhile preventingthe needto makethe mostseverecutsthatwould disproportionateihurt
working andmiddle-clasfamilies.O

OOurommunitiesconsumersindstudentannotafford theseproposectuts, &aid SEIU Local 200United
PresidentlerryDennis.Oltis time for the governorto standup for the averageNew York family andaskthe
millionairesto paytheir fair share.O

OThegovernof3 budgetcutsareunfair, unjustandunwise.His proposato slashfundsfor healthcare,
educatiorandothersocialsafetynetservicesendangershelives of thosewho needthemandthe jobs of
workerswho providethem,&aidDistrict Council 37 ExecutiveDirector Lillian Roberts Olnsteadf balancing
his budgeton the backsof poorandworking New Yorkers,the governorshouldexplorerevenue-generating
proposaldike a millionaire®tax, andothermoreequitableacross-the-boaralternatives.®C 37 is New York
City's largestpublic employeeunion, representind.25,000membersaand50,000retirees.

ORegisteredurseghroughoutNew York statearealreadyworking with alevel of stafing thatcanat bestbe
describechsOhazardous.€MiBarbaraCrane RN, presidenof the New York StateNursesAssociation
DelegateAssembly OReductions healthcarefunding overthe pastdecadenaveresultedin nurse-to-patient
ratiosthatareboth dangerousindintolerable.O

OveOvseenstaff reductionsn primary, preventive andoutpatientcare Additional cutsof this magnitude
would seriouslyjeopardizethe quality of caredeliveredat healthcarefacilities throughouthe stateandwould
put further stresson nurseswho arealreadyworking short-handed,Oranesaid. OOuthospitals clinics and
nursinghomesarethe mostvital link to the health,safety andwell-beingof the peoplein this state,andmust
be supportedassuch.We'recalling on the stateto maintainits commitmento quality healthcare.O

OThegovernof3 budgetproposaimakessomevery dangeroushoices,@aidNew York StateAFL-CIO
PresidenDenisHughes OSomef the cutsproposedwill permanentlydamagethis state,andmakea
deepeningecessiorevenworse.Thefuture of our statedependsn a comprehensiveyalancedpproach
includinga fair andprogressivestateincometax system.The New York StateAFL-CIO looksforwardto
working with all partiesinvolvedin the processlOnconfidentthattogethemwe canmakethe right choiceson
behalfof New York®@working menandwomen.O

The Marchfor Main Streetparticipantswill continueto speakout andadvocatdor betterchoiceshecauséNew
Yorkersdeservebetterthanwhatthe governorhasproposed.
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